Maidenhair Ferns flourish in the
red maple swamp around the
upper reaches of Big Inlet.
Photo by John Jablonski.

What

Red maple swamp at
headwaters of Big Inlet, a
major tributary of
Chautauqua Lake

Where

Town of Chautauqua, 3

miles north of Mayville,
Chautauqua County, NY

USGS Quadrangle(s):
Hartfield

Why
Birding, plant and wildlife
study

Elm Flats Wetland Preserve

Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy

he Elm Flats Wetland Preserve is 83 acres of red maple swamp along
Big Inlet and several small tributaries. There are no trails on the site.

Natural History Interest

This site is located on the Lake Escarpment moraine, a glacial debris pile that
lies across the boundary between the northern end of Chautauqua Lake and
the Portage Escarpment. Here the topography is pitted with wetlands and,
further to the northeast, with lakes (Bear Lake and Cassadaga Lakes) that
formed when rotting ice broke off the retreating glacier and became buried
in glacial debris. The extensive wetland at Elm Flats is typical and is the
largest wetland tributary of Chautauqua Lake.

The site is known to harbor a wide variety of native ferns. Among those
that have been identified to date are Spinulose Woodfern, Christmas Fern,
New York Fern, Lady Fern, Maidenhair Fern, Ostrich Fern, Cinnamon Fern,
Interrupted Fern, and Royal Fern. Lycopodia that are known to occur on the
site are Shining Clubmoss, Wolfclaw Lycopodium, Running Pine, and Tree
Clubmoss. Some of the flowering plants that inhabit the place are Woodland
Jack-in-the-pulpit, White Trillium, Painted Trillium, Canada Mayflower,
Indian Cucumber-root, Solomon’s Seal, Marsh Marigold, Swamp
Buttercup, Round-lobed Hepatica, Dwarf Ginseng, and several violets,
including Northern White, Smooth Yellow, Round-leaved Yellow, Pale, and
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Marsh Blue. Eastern Hemlock, Red
Maple, White Ash, Yellow Birch,
American Beech, Black Cherry, and
Cucumber Magnolia contribute to the
forest canopy.

Judging from the wetland topogra-
phy, it is suspected that a diversity of
amphibians inhabit the site, but they
have not been surveyed to date. Birds
that have been observed here include
Downy Woodpecker, Hairy
Woodpecker, Pileated Woodpecker,
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Eastern
Wood-pewee, Wood Thrush, Veery,

Common Yellowthroat, Northern
Waterthrush, American  Redstart,
Swamp  Sparrow, Great Crested

Flycatcher, Blue-headed Vireo, Red-

eyed Vireo, and Red-shouldered
Hawk. Beaver activity is evident along
Big Inlet.

Other Notes

Elm Flats Wetland Preserve is open to
the public from sunrise to sunset, year
round. Hunting is permitted and hik-
ers should use caution especially during
hunting seasons. A map and compass
are a must for anyone exploring this
property, and high waterproof boots
are a good idea as well.

Guided tours of the site may be
arranged for youth or adult nature
groups by contacting the CWC at 413
North Main Street, Jamestown, NY,
14701; Tel: 716-664-2166; Fax:
483-5007; E-mail: chautwsh@net-
sync.net; Web site: chautauquawater-

shed.org.

How To Get There

The Elm Flats Wetland Preserve is

located just northeast of Mayville, NY.
From the intersection of NY 394

and NY 430 in Mayville take NY 430
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east for approximately 1.7 miles to Cty
54. Turn left onto Cty 54. After this
turn, watch for Elm Flat Rd on your
left. Turn left onto Elm Flat Rd and
proceed approximately 2 miles to
Lawson Road. Turn left and go approx-
imately 1.0 mile and look for a small
clearing and preserve sign on the right
(north) side of the road. Visitors may
park in the driveway in the clearing

when mowed or along the road.
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