THE SHED SHEET

HAPPY 20TH BIRTHDAY CWC!

This year, the Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy marks 20 years of conservation efforts
in Chautauqua County! During that time, we have been successful in conserving or helping to
conserve 719 acres of land across the county and 1.8 miles of Chautauqua Lake shoreline and
its outlet. We’ve also educated the public and government officials on numerous lake and
watershed issues through dozens of workshops and presentations. CWC will celebrate this
milestone year throughout the summer with a series of events that will highlight our progress;
recognize the essential role of our members, volunteers, friends and donors; and inform every-
one within the Chautauqua region’s watersheds of the continuing challenges and need for good
watershed and lake stewardship. Two of these summer events will be held on the Chautauqua
Lake shoreline, both of which are open to members and the public. The first is our “20th Birthday Bash” on Saturday,
July 24th from 4:00 to 7:00 pm at the Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center in Bemus Point. It will be a fun-filled after-
noon for the family with children's activities, exhibits, walks through the conserved forested shoreline area, picnic food,
wine tasting, birthday cake and more! The cost is $10 per person or $20 per family (kids under five years of age are
free). The second event is our “20th Anniversary Fundraiser & Annual Meeting Dinner Celebration” on Saturday,
August 21st from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the dining hall at the YMCA’s Camp Onyahsa in Dewittville. The annual meeting
portion of the event will be just a short presentation, with the rest of the evening dedicated to celebrating the past and
future progress of the Conservancy, including highlights of its 20 years of work and a short, live auction of several
special items to help raise funds for our continued conservation work. The cost is $45 per person. Please pre-register
for these events by emailing CWC at info@chautauquawatershed.org or calling 664-2166. We hope to see you there! =

Events Sponsors: Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center, Wegmans, Western New York Urology, YMCA-CAMP ONYAHSA
Anderson Cleaners, B&B Catering, Brigiotta’s Farmland Produce & Garden Center, Diane R. Bailey Interiors,
Dr. Andrew Kohl, Dr. David Todd, Ecklof Bakery, Farm Fresh Foods, Hartley Buick-Honda-Pontiac-GMC Truck,
Indulge Salon & Spa, Mazza Chautauqua Cellars, Sam’s Club, Tops Friendly Markets, Walmart

CWC WORKS ON WATERFRONT RESTORATION PROJECTS

CWC has been moving ahead with lakeshore enhancement (riparian buffer) projects, which help intercept waterborne
pollutants, control erosion and provide habitat for a variety of animals. With a grant from the Chautauqua Region
\ S Community Foundation, CWC engaged landscape designer and Cornell University Landscape
( Architecture instructor Jamie Vanucchi to work with lakeshore landowners to develop planting
(/ designs that enhance the watershed functions of sites at Mission Meadows, Chautauqua Institution,
l Lighthouse Point and Maple Springs. Ms. Vanucchi and Rebecca Schneider, also of Cornell
University, held two landscaping workshops for CWC last summer at Camp Mission Meadows in
Dewittville. More than a dozen lakeshore owners have now requested CWC’s help in developing
shoreline planting plans. For more information on lakeshore buffers, call the CWC at 664-2166
or Watershed Educator Betsy Hite at 664-9502 or visit the following websites: http://clean-
water.uwex.edu/pubs/shore.htm#shore, http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/index.htm, http://www.bluethumb.org/,
http://chautauquacce.shutterfly.com/watershed, or http://www.chautauquawatershed.org/pub2/plantinfo _native.pdf.
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Message from the President

WOow! LOOK AT WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED!

As CWC celebrates its 20™ birthday, it’s the perfect time to reflect on how far the organization
has come since its grass roots start in 1990.

With a shared vision to preserve and enhance the water quality, scenic beauty and ecological
health of the lakes, streams and watersheds of the Chautauqua region, current CWC executive
director John Jablonski and several other concerned citizens — Becky Nystrom, Becky Albaugh
and Al Cala (as trustees) — incorporated the Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy as a 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit, public benefit corporation in 1990 with the legal counsel of Judith Claire and
Robert Van Every. Al Cala designed CWC'’s kingfisher logo, John Antonevich (CWC’s first
treasurer) named CWC’s newsletter The ‘Shed Sheet, and CWC began presenting “60 Ways to
Love Your Lake” and workshops on wetlands and streams.

In 1993, a seed grant from the Gebbie Foundation allowed John Jablonski to become CWC’s
first executive director, and in 1995, CWC received its first land donation from Willis Dobbins,
now the 100-acre Dobbins Woods Preserve in Ashville. That same year, CWC also acquired 83
acres in the Elm Flats wetlands north of Hartfield to establish
its Elm Flats Wetland Preserve. In 1997, CWC conserved 6.2
acres and 400 feet of lakeshore of the oxbow “island” at the
mouth of Prendergast Creek, and after many years of work
between the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
and CWC, NYSDEC conserved the center 1,200 feet of the
Cheney Farm Lakeshore in 1998. Since then, and with the
generous support of over 2,000 donors, numerous foundations
and state and federal funding, CWC was able to complete the
conservation of many other sites, such as the Stow Farm Lake-
shore (18.6 acres and 1,180 feet of shoreline), the Cheney
Farm Lakeshore (34 acres and 6/10 mile of shoreline), Lake
Chautauqua Lutheran Center Lakeshore Forest Conservation
Easement (16 acres and 890 feet of shoreline) and the Chautauqua Lake Outlet Greenway (80
acres and 3/4 mile of shoreline). To date, CWC has conserved 719 acres of land across the
county and 1.8 miles of Chautauqua Lake shoreline and its outlet!
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The ‘Shed Sheet newsletter
is a publication of the
Chautauqua Watershed
Conservancy, a 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit ~ organiza-
tion founded in 1990
whose mission is to pre-
serve and enhance the
water quality, scenic
beauty and ecological
health of the Ilakes,
streams and watersheds of
the Chautauqua region
by promoting best land
management practices and
conserving local, undevel-
oped shoreline and wet-
land areas. All donations
are greatly appreciated and
tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

CWC has also held dozens of workshops and presentations on land conservation and lake and
watershed stewardship, several waterfront cleanups, numerous landscaping workshops, and
lake curriculum programs in the Jamestown school system for the last fifteen years. With
space provided by The Post Journal and the help of volunteer editor/coordinator Mark Baldwin
and several volunteer writers, the CWC has also been able to publish a weekly Watershed Notes
newspaper column since 2004.

CWC has accomplished much in its 20
years of existence, and we are deeply
appreciative of all who have supported
us. Please join us this summer as we
celebrate our conservation success and
recommit ourselves to conservation in
the Chautauqua region! »%;

Yours in Stewardship,

Michael K. Lyons,
Board President

SAVE RESOURCES!
Sign up to get The ‘Shed Sheet electronically — email us at info@chautauquawatershed.org
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Why Conserve Endangered Natural Shorelands?

Why restore your lakeshore to a natural state? Because
lakes and streams must be “insulated” with a buffer of na-
tive vegetation in order to be clean and healthy! Any width
of buffer is better than a mowed lawn, pasture or crop field
to the edge of a waterway. The graphic to the right shows
the widths of waterfront buffer zones needed for various
protection goals. As you can see, bigger is better to sustain
ecological communities of frogs, turtles, snakes, birds and
mammals. Today, only 10% of Chautauqua Lake shore-
lands remain in a natural condition, which is why CWC’s
Last Mile Campaign to save Chautauqua Lake’s threatened
scarce natural shorelands is so important! One of those
threatened sites is the Wells Bay Lakeshore Forest. CWC
was awarded a $209,677 grant for the Wells Bay site from
the NYS Environmental Protection Fund. In order to com-
plete this project, however, CWC needs to raise $180,000
in additional funds to meet the 50% match requirements

of the grant. Please call the CWC or see a board direc-
tor to participate in this important land campaign! %
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From Managing the Water’s Edge: Making Natural Connections, SEWRPC, 2010

CWC Progresses with Land & Education Grants

CWC was recently awarded a $5,000 grant from the Jessie Smith Darrah Fund and $25,000 from the Lenna
Foundation toward the establishment of the Goose Creek Wetland Preserve in Ashville. This site is one of
several proposed conservation sites in CWC’s Last Mile Campaign, the Conservancy’s endeavor to conserve
the last mile of undeveloped shoreline with high ecological value around Chautauqua Lake. The CWC also
recently received grants for watershed education programs from the Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation and the
Michael Pender Memorial Foundation. Many thanks to these organizations from CWC!

Support CWC...You will receive $10 OFF a Boat or 1 hour Jet-ski Rental and....
Chautauqua Marina will donate $10 to CWC for each power/pontoon boat or 1

Chautauqua Marina...716.753.3913

104 West Lake Rd.— Mayville, N.Y....www.ChautauquaMarina.com (cwcl0)

|
|
|
hr. Jet-ski Rental with this coupon. Help keep our lake safe and clean!! Exp. 8/30/10 |,
|
|
|
ol
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YES! | want to help preserve the lakes, streams and watersheds of the Chautaugua region! \©
Name Phone
Address Email

o Special 20th Anniversary New Member $20 o Special 20th Anniversary Gift Membership $20
o Friend $25 - $49 o Steward $50 - $199 o Contributor $200 - $499 o Supporter $500 - $999 o Partner $1,000+
o My check is enclosed o Please charge $ to my Visa/MC/American Express/Discover:
/

Expiration

Card Number Signature

Please remit with your contribution to: Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy, 413 North Main Street, Jamestown, NY 14701




W Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy NONPROFIT ORG.

413 North Main Street, Jamestown, NY 14701 us. i gigAGE

Phone: 716-664-2166; Fax: 716-483-3524 JAMESTOWN, NY

—— info@chautauquawatershed.org PERMIT NO. 20
% www.chautauquawatershed.org
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, July 24th: 20th Birthday Bash — A fun-filled celebration marking CWC’s 20th year of
4:00 pm — 7:00 pm conservation efforts in Chautauqua County. (See page 1 for details.)
Saturday, August 7th: National Marina Day Celebration at Chautauqua Marina in Mayville. CWC will
9:00 am — 3:00 pm be on hand to answer questions about lake/watershed stewardship and bufferstrips,
and Jane Conroe, CLMC’s Technical Committee chairperson, will be available from
10:00 am to Noon to answer questions about CLMC’s Lake Plan.
Sunday, August 8th: Watershed Walk — Tour CWC’s proposed Wells Bay Lakeshore Forest Preserve
3:00 pm — 4:00 pm in North Harmony with JCC Biology Professor/CWC Director Becky Nystrom and
CWC Executive Director John Jablonski. Meet at Hogan’s Hut in Stow.
Friday, August 13th: Watershed Walk — Tour CWC’s 150-acre Cassadaga Creek Wetland Preserve in
2:00 pm — 3:00 pm Stockton. Tour leader to be announced.
Saturday, August 21st: 20th Anniversary Fundraiser & Annual Meeting Dinner Celebration —
4:45 pm — 7:00 pm A special celebratory fundraiser and annual meeting. (See page 1 for details.)
A;iz, For more information, call 664-2166 or visit www.chautauquawatershed.org. A;i&
To register for an event, call 664-2166 or email info@chautauquawatershed.org.

CLMC RELEASES LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Chautauqua Lake Management Commission has released the final draft of the Chautauqua Lake
Watershed Management Plan. The Plan, available for public viewing at local libraries and at

http://www.planningchautauqua.com/watershed/chautlake_mgmt plan.htm, was compiled by \\

Bergman Associates and the Academy of Natural Sciences with help from the CLMC’s Tech-

nical Advisory Committee and the Citizens Advisory Committee. It contains extensive recom-

mendations for better watershed management as a means to reduce erosion and nutrient inputs /
to the lake, both of which fuel excessive algae and plant growth in the lake. The development ~— —

and annual monitoring of the implementation of the Plan will be overseen by the CLMC.
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